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AUBURN — Pillars and 
promoters of the community 
received honors from the DeKalb 
Chamber Partnership Thursday 
night.

The chamber staged its annual 
meeting at the Kruse Expo Center, 
announcing that the attendance of 
305 people set a record.

Business owners, educators and 
volunteers came to the stage to 
accept nine special awards.

The annual Allen Graber 
Citizenship Award was presented 
to John Souder of Auburn, 
creator of the prized Auburn Cord 
Duesenberg Festival posters since 
their beginning in 1980.

Souder was described as 
“completely selfl ess” and as a 
person who ”gives back any way 
he can.”

Jeremiah Otis received the 
award for young professional of 
the year.

“His involvement and commit-
ment to improving the lives of 
people around him is unmatched,” 
Sarah Payne said in an introduc-
tion.

The owner of Jeremiah’s 
Brewed Awakenings coffee shop 
in Fort Wayne, Otis said his family 
moved to DeKalb County in the 
late 1990s, and at fi rst it was too 
small for his taste.

“The longer I was here, the 
more in love with this place I 
fell,” Otis said. “The people are 
amazing. Talk about Hoosier 
hospitality — you guys have it in 
spades.”

When he began a free Thanks-
giving meal at his shop three 
years ago, volunteers and donors 
contributed far more food and 
money than needed. Otis fed more 
than 200 people and donated the 
rest to other charities.

This year’s Thanksgiving 
Bash at the shop is scheduled for 
Thursday starting at 11 a.m.

“I don’t deserve this award,” 
Otis said. “The people in this 
community who care about it and 
want it to be better every day and 
love it and just can’t imagine any 
other community being as good 
as this — you guys are the people 
who deserve awards like this.”

Carbaugh Jewelers of 
downtown Auburn was honored as 
small business of the year for its 
community involvement. Owner 
Mike Littlejohn and his wife, Deb, 
purchased the store in 1997.

“It’s more than the success of 
your individual business. It’s about 
the community. It’s about giving 
back. That’s true success,” Mike 
Littlejohn told Thursday’s crowd. 
“It’s about inspiring other business 
owners to come together for the 
good of the community.”

At the same time, he said, 

“We have more fun in Carbaugh 
Jewelers, without an HR depart-
ment, than any other business we 

know.”
Littlejohn 

praised his 
employees, Jan 
Bundy and Sue 
Wilhelm. He 
credited the store’s 
previous owners, 
the late Bob 
Carbaugh and Betty 
Carbaugh, for fi rst 
offering him a job 
and then allowing 
him to buy the 
business in 1997.

“You’re going 
to see some big 
changes for the 
future,” Littlejohn 
said about coming 
improvements 
to the downtown 

district. “You’re going to love 
what you see.”

Team Quality Services of 
Auburn received an award as large 
business of the year.

“We not only fi x problems that 
happen, we look for ways to fi x 
problems before they happen,” an 
employee said on a video about 
the company.

Founder and President Chris 
Straw said 20 years ago, he 
aspired to become an airline pilot.

He took a part-time job 

representing a windshield-wiper 
supplier to the General Motors 
plant in Fort Wayne. That grew 

into his business 
that now employs 
nearly 200 people 
at 96 plants in 
the United States, 
Canada and 
Mexico.

“It’s just 
absolutely 
mind-boggling,” 
Straw said. “Thank 
God that He had a 
better plan for my 
life than I did.”

Straw thanked 
his family and his 
employees who 
“turned my crazy, 
nutty dreams into 
reality.”

The chamber’s 
associate executive 

director, Terry Rayle, credited 
Straw for his idea to start the 
Launch DeKalb County competi-
tion for student entrepreneurs 
earlier this year.

A new award for contributions 
to education went to Kristi Surfus, 
principal of J.E. Ober Elementary 
School in Garrett.

Garrett-Keyser-Butler school 
board President Larry Getts 
accepted for Surfus, who was not 
able to attend.

“She is the embodiment of our 

unspoken motto of doing what’s 
right for kids every day,” Getts 
said. He added that her “energy 
and passion are infectious.”

Chamber Executive Director 
Teresa Harmeyer described 
visiting Surfus at her school.

“You could just tell what an 
amazing leader and educator she 
was just by those unsolicited hugs 
from the students,” Harmeyer said.

Another new education award 
went to Judy Sorg, director of the 
Learning Link project.

“She has made Learning Link 
an asset to the foundation and 
to the community,“ said Wendy 
Oberlin, retired executive director 
of the Community Foundation 
DeKalb County.

Sorg said the credit belongs 
to everyone who has worked 
with Learning Link. She added, 
“the chamber has the vision 
to understand that providing 

education to their members is 
essential.”

Oberlin then came to the 
stage to accept the Community 
Foundation DeKalb County’s 
award for nonprofi t of the year. 
Now 20 years old, the foundation 
holds more than $15 million in 
charitable assets

“We’re here to connect our 
donors with the causes they care 
about,” said the foundation’s board 
president, Holly Albright.

The chamber presented surprise 
awards to its volunteer worker, 
George Davis, and intern, Morgan 
Spade.

“You do an amazing job for the 
community,” Harmeyer told Davis.

About Spade, Harmeyer said, 
“This young woman has saved so 
much time in our offi ce.” Rayle 
said local schools should be proud 
of training young people such as 
Spade.

Chamber honors community leaders

PHOTOS BY DAVE KURTZ (EXCEPT KRISTI SURFUS)

Chris Straw, founder and president of Team Quality Services, 
accepts the DeKalb Chamber Partnership’s award for large 
business of the year from chamber President Matt Baermann of 
Nucor Fastener.

Carbaugh Jewelers of 
downtown Auburn was honored 
as small business of the year. 
Owner Mike Littlejohn accepts.

John Souder of Auburn accepts 
the annual Allen Graber Citizen-
ship Award from the DeKalb 
Chamber Partnership.

Judy Sorg responds after 
receiving a community 
education award.

Jeremiah Otis received the 
chamber’s award for young 
professional of the year.Davis

Oberlin

Surfus

BY LUCRETIA CARDENAS
lcardenas@kpcmedia.com

FORT WAYNE — Assume 
nothing.

That is the direction local school 
offi cials received from Jennifer 
McCormick, Indiana superintendent of 
public instruction, regarding the fi nal 
draft of proposed changes to gradua-
tion requirements.

On Dec. 6, an appointed Gradua-
tion Pathways Panel will vote on 
the proposal, which will serve as a 
recommendation for the Indiana State 

Board of Education and state legisla-
tors.

But, based on the sentiment 
voiced at a gathering of more than 
100 northern Indiana school district 
offi cials Friday at Homestead High 
School in Fort Wayne, local educators 
do not agree with what the panel is 
recommending thus far.

While a number of local educators 
like some of the concepts presented 
in the proposed graduation require-
ment changes — such as supporting 

Graduation plan worries educators

Spade

State superintendent outlines proposal Graduation impact
Percentage of 2017 graduating class 
who would meet proposed pathway 
requirements (as estimated by 
Wa-Nee Community Schools Superin-
tendent Scot Croner, based on current 
programs for local schools who partici-
pated in Croner’s research):

DeKalb High School 70.38%
Central Noble High School 57.14%
East Noble High School 60.58%
Whitko High School 62.30%
Lakeland High School 71.78%
Prarie Heights High School 75%
Churubusco High School 55.1%SEE GRADUATION, PAGE A8
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Publication Day Display Copy
Tuesday ..................................................Friday 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday ..........................................Monday 2:00 p.m.
Thursday.............................................Tuesday 2:00 p.m.
Friday.............................................Wednesday 2:00 p.m.
Saturday ........................................Wednesday 2:00 p.m.
Sunday ..............................................Thursday 2:00 p.m.

Open Rate .........................$9.25 pci
Pick up Rate from Daily .....$8.00 pci

SMART SHOPPER

Contract PCI Rates 
$100 - $999 .......................$8.35 pci
$1,000 - $1,999 .................$8.05 pci
$2,000 - $2,999 .................$7.65 pci
$3,000 - $3,999 .................$7.35 pci
$4,000-$4,999 ...................$7.05 pci
Pick up From Daily ............$3.15 pci

Retail Display Open ..$6.20/pci
Contract PCI Rates 
$500 - $999 ..............$6.05 pci
$1,000 - $1,999 ........$5.85 pci
$2,000 - $2,999 ........$5.60 pci
$3,000 - $3,999 ........$5.40 pci
$4,000-$4,999 ..........$5.15 pci
Pick up From Daily ...$3.15 pci

Weekly Ad Frequency Discount PCI Rates (No Changes)
Open One Day Rate ...................................$14.60 pci
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3rd Day Rate ................................................$7.25 pci 50% Discount
4th Day Rate.................................................$7.25 pci 50% Discount
5th Day Rate.................................................$7.25 pci 50% Discount
Minimum ad size 2x5” or 10” 

Weekly frequency rates only apply 
to non-contract rates

Frequency rate does not apply 
to employment ads.

WEEKLY FREQUENCY RATES

Pre-Print Size Open Rate 2-11 times per year
Single Sheet ......................$51 per thousand ...................$48 per thousand
4-10 pages.........................$64 per thousand ...................$61 per thousand
12-14 pages.......................$76 per thousand ...................$72 per thousand
16-18 pages.......................$87 per thousand ...................$83 per thousand
20-22 pages.......................$90 per thousand ...................$86 per thousand
24-30 pages.......................$94 per thousand ...................$89 per thousand
32-48 pages......................$102 per thousand ..................$96 per thousand

Preprints should arrive 7 days 
prior to publication. All rates are 
net rates. Handling charge of $65 
added to quantities less than 6,000. 
Contact your Advertising Executive 
today to get custom quote for quan-
tities not shown.

PREPRINT INSERT RATES
Retail Display...........................$14.60
Classified Display ....................$15.00
Recruitment Display ................$29.15
(includes all 3 daily papers)

Smart Shopper ..........................$9.25
Non-Profit Rate ........................$10.60
(must supply a 501c3)

Own Local, Online Business Directory 
& Display Advertising additional $17
posted on website

DISPLAY OPEN RATES

Color charge is $7 pci
Minimum ad size 2x5”

Minimum rate per ad is $70
Maximum rate per ad is $500

Rates are based on availability

COLOR RATES

Column Inch Rate
No Agreement............. $14.60
$1,000 - $2,499 .......... $13.75
$2,500 - $4,999 .......... $13.20
$5,000 - $6,999 .......... $12.60
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DOLLAR VOLUME
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8.5 x 11 Full Color/Glossy

$99 per 1,000

PRINT & DELIVER
Front Page Printed Sticky Notes

10,000 minimum

10,000-25,000 ............. $96/thousand
26,000+ ....................... $86/thousand

PREMIUM OPPORTUNITIES

Column Inch Rate
Open (No Contract) .....................$29.15
$1,000 - $2,499 ...........................$27.50
$2,500 - $4,999 ...........................$26.30
$5,000 - $6,999 ...........................$24.05
$7,000 - $9,999 ...........................$23.10
$10,000 and up............................$22.25
Non-Profit ....................................$18.80

Combine The Star, The 
News Sun and The 

Herald Republican for 
Total Market Coverage!

Rates are bulk rates, 
with incentives for 
increased volumes. 
Sunday ads run in all 
three daily papers and 
are rated accordingly.

TOTAL MARKET COVERAGE DAILIES DEADLINES

pci = Per Column Inch

The Star
One Run ...........$195
5-9 Runs ...........$170
10-19 Runs .......$145
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The Star, News Sun & Herald Republican
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Front Page Banner Advertising Size: 6 x 1.5” Full Color

Sports
The Star ............................$95
The Star, News Sun &
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C & D Section
Sundays ONLY

The Star, News Sun
Herald Republican ..........$145

Publication Display Copy
The Butler Bulletin ...........................................................Friday 2:00 p.m.
The Garrett Clipper ........................................................Friday 11:00 a.m.
Smart Shopper .......................................................Wednesday 2:00 p.m.

WEEKLIES DEADLINES

Reach over 
44,800 households 

in DeKalb, LaGrange, Noble 
and Steuben Counties. 

830 410

Contract Rate $13.20 pci
Full Page ....... 6 x 21” ....$1663.20
1/2 Page ........ 6 x 10.5” ...$831.60
1/4 Page ........ 6 x 5” ........$396.00
1/8 Page ........ 3 x 5” .............$198
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By MARK MURDOCK
mmurdock@kpcmedia.com
AUBURN — The DeKalb County 

Commissioners will have cost estimates 
pinned down for the Community Correc-
tions project when they meet with the 
county council Monday.

The budget that the council set for them 
— $6 million for the cost of the project 
— makes building an adequate facility a 
challenge.

The fi gure will not include the cost of 
buying land to build a right of way, the 
road from S.R. 8 to the building site on 

the county farm or running utilities to the 
new building. The commissioners hope to 
present close estimates on all costs in their 
regular discussion with the council from 
10-11 a.m. Monday.

The trick is to meet the budget expecta-
tions, but not diminish the project to the 
point where it won’t serve Community 
Corrections’ needs for the foreseeable 
future.

“We’re getting down to that number,” 
architect Tony Vie of Elevatus said. 
“(Community Corrections Director Kellie 
Knauer) is going to operate the program 

there successfully. The problem is she’s not 
going to have the beds that DeKalb County 
needs or the classroom space the county 
needs.”

Vie said to hit the target of $6 million, 
the building would be reduced to about 
22,500 gross square feet. In his presenta-
tion at the commissioners’ evening meeting 
Oct. 16, Vie had given an estimate of nearly 
29,000 gross square feet for the smaller 
of two options, a facility with a 52-bed 
maximum, with a cost of just more $7.2 
million.

A facility with 52 beds internally 

expandable to 96 was estimated at 32,382 
gross square feet with a cost just short of 
$8.1 million. Vie said estimates were based 
on recommendations by consultant Rod 
Miller and Knauer’s list of needs for the 
program.

“I’ll show you the program and where 
the sacrifi ces are so you can see the impact,” 
Vie said. “As soon as the square footages 
and the budget come down, you have to 
understand what that really means.”

“The last thing any of us want is to have 
a facility designed and built that, in fi ve 

County squeezing cost, fl oor plan
Commissioners pinning down cost estimate for new Community Corrections building

SEE COUNTY, PAGE A8

Holiday volunteers

JEFF JONES

Volunteers Steve Simmering, left, and Charles Woods unpack frozen meat 
packages for distribution at the Butler Community Food Pantry. Right, Kelly 
Walters places more buns on a rack.

BY JEFF JONES
jjones@kpcmedia.com

BUTLER — “We love it when people 
come in here and want to volunteer,” said 
Butler Community Food Pantry volunteer 
Susan Marsh.

On a chilly, misty November day, 
volunteers at the food pantry in Butler United 
Methodist Church have assembled enough 
food to serve 125 families.

Throughout the evening, individuals 
and families check in at one door of the 
church’s fellowship hall and push shopping 
carts through several racks of food items out 
through another door.

This is the ritual every month, but the food 
pantry is especially busy before Christmas, 
when more food and volunteers are needed.

On this evening, all visitors received milk, 
eggs, butter, cheese, vegetables, soup, canned 
vegetables and fruit, meat and a turkey, Marsh 
said.

Not long ago, the food pantry took steps to 
make things easier for volunteers and visitors 

alike by putting food items on wheeled racks 
and using donated shopping carts as opposed 
to baskets or shopping bags.

“The racks on wheels made it so much 
easier. Before, we were setting up tables out 
in the center, and it was really making it hard 
because everybody had to maneuver through 
the tables,” Marsh said. “We come in on 
Tuesdays before the food pantry to make sure 
everything’s full.”

Interact club students from Eastside — 
Interact is a youth version of Rotary — pitch 
in to stock shelves Tuesday night and also 
help Wednesday when the food pantry is 
open.

“We start with (the racks) all full, and at 
the end of the night, we don’t have to worry 
about putting everything back on the shelves, 
it just stays on the carts,” Marsh added. 
“Having the shopping carts helps keep their 
items together, and volunteers push the carts 
to the visitors’ cars. That just makes it so 
much nicer.”

Once a month, team members visit 

Community Harvest in Fort Wayne to buy 
food. Kaiser’s Food Center in Butler helps out 
with pricing on several food items. “They’re 
helping us out a lot, and we’re keeping it here 
in our community,” Marsh said.

The pantry also receives free commodities 
and donations of food to distribute.

“We’re in desperate need for soups, 
because Community Harvest doesn’t get those 
very much anymore,” Marsh said. “They can 
just drop it off (at the church). We love it 
when they do that.”

The food pantry started several years ago 
under the leadership of the late Duard and 
Grace Bellamy.

Later, the reins were taken up by Mike and 
Becky Slentz before Marsh, Jan and Steve 
Simmering, Melinda Ebers and Kelly Walters 
joined in.

“Usually, Thanksgiving and Christmas are 
our two biggest giveaways, because people 
are really needing it at that time,” Marsh said. 
“We start about 5 p.m., and we have people 

Needs spike at Butler pantry on the holidays

The Busy
Season

JEFF JONES

SEE BUSY, PAGE A8

Central Noble grad earns top FFA award

By Samantha Whiting
swhiting@kpcmedia.com
ALBION — Sarah Akey lived in 

Fort Wayne for the fi rst 13 years of her 
life. When her family relocated to a 
farmhouse on a gravel road outside of 
Albion, she had one request.

She wanted a goat.
Akey got her goat, and soon 

enough she had fi ve.
Akey recalls watching a show 

Sarah Akey and Spot, one of her fi ve goats, reside at her family’s farm 
outside of Albion. Akey makes and sells goat-milk soap, along with eggs, 
vegetables and poultry, as part of her small business.

SAMANTHA WHITING

NEIGHBORS
N O B L E  C O U N T Y

SEE FFA, PAGE A8

Associated Press
Eds: New version. With AP 

Photos. AP Video.
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Senate Republicans are consid-
ering a trigger that would 
automatically increase taxes if 
their sweeping legislation fails to 
generate as much revenue as they 
expect. It’s an effort to mollify 
defi cit hawks who worry that tax 
cuts for businesses and individ-
uals will add to the nation’s 
already mounting debt.

The effort comes as a second 
Republican senator, Steve Daines 
of Montana, announced Monday 
that he opposes the tax bill in its 
current form. Previously, Sen. 
Ron Johnson, R-Wis., said he 
opposed the bill, leaving Senate 
Republicans no room for error as 
they hope to vote on the bill this 
week.

Both senators complained that 
the tax bill favors large corpora-
tions over small businesses. 
Republicans have only two votes 
to spare in the Senate, where they 
hold a 52-48 edge and antici-
pate Vice President Mike Pence 
breaking a tie.

At the White House, President 
Donald Trump maintained that 
the bill would help all Americans.

“I think it’s going to benefi t 
everybody,” the president said. 
“It’s going to mostly benefi t 
people looking for jobs more 
than anything else, because we’re 
giving great incentives.”

A new congressional estimate 
says the Senate tax bill would 
add $1.4 trillion to the budget 
defi cit over the next decade. 
But GOP leaders dispute the 
estimate, saying tax cuts will 
spur economic growth, reducing 
the hit on the defi cit.

Many economists disagree 
with such optimistic projections. 

Senate 
revising 
tax bill

SEE TAX BILL, PAGE A8
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