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Whitko commits to consolidation
By Tyler Roebuck
troebuck@kpcmedia�com

LARWILL — In a fiery 

school board meeting, 

the Whitko School Board 

decided that effective 

the 2018-2019 school 

year, Whitko Community 

Schools will have two 

kindergarten-6th grade 

elementary schools and 

one 7-12th grade high 

school location.

What they did not 

decide, however, was 

where the high school will 

be located.
Eric Trump motioned 

for the 7-12 building to 

be housed at the Larwill 

location, but withdrew the 

motion after the crowd 

erupted in protest.

Residents in attendance 

were upset about the 

board making the deci-

sion while down a board 

member. After Joe Begley 

retired last month, the 

board accepted applica-

tions for a new member 

but has not yet selected or 

sworn in a new member.

The vote on the schools 

came after a chaotic 

public hearing on the 

issue, during which one 

speaker was removed 

by police. Scott Darling 

began with a series of 

questions for the board, 

but the board refused to 

answer.
“This is not a public 

question session, this is a 

hearing,” board member 

Jorell Tucker said.

Darling pressed on 

until Superintendent 

Steve Clason requested 

Pierceton Police Depart-

ment officers in the room 

to remove Darling for 

being uncooperative.

Other speakers high-

lighted their wishes for 

the board to think hard 

about the decision.

“I understand that you 

have a difficult decision 

to make, and I under-

stand that with dwindling 

enrollment you need to 

make them soon,” South 

Whitley Town Council 

President Randy Cokl 

said. “I think we need to 

try consolidation for a few 

years and then reconsider. 

We need to be careful of 

increased taxes. I know in 

South Whitley we had to 

do some mandated proj-

ects that raised some taxes 

and that irritated some 

people.”
Jason Arnold asked the 

board to reconsider the 

time of its work sessions 

so that more members of 

the public can attend.

“A lot of us have work, 

and while that time may 

work well with your 

jobs it does not with the 

community,” he said.

He also thought the new 

school board member 

Property owner 

wants alley 

closed to trucks
By Nicole Minier
nminier@kpcmedia�com

CHURUBUSCO — 

The owner of Mom’s 

Lighthouse, Sue Arnold, 

approached the Churu-

busco Town Council at 

December’s first meeting, 

asking that the alley next 

her building on West 

Whitley Street be closed 

off to trucks.

Arnold’s building has 

been hit twice, most 

recently breaking off the 

awning about a month 

ago. Police were unable to 

locate the driver, leaving 

Arnold to once again foot 

the bill for the damage.

“The alley is too narrow 

for those big trucks,” 

Arnold said. “I can’t keep 

paying out of pocket to fix 

this.”
Councilman Frank 

Kessler agreed that the 

alley is narrow.

“It’s hard enough to get 

a car around in it,” Kessler 

said.
The council members 

said they would consider 

her request and potentially 

draft an ordinance to close 

the alley to trucks.

The council approved 

an alley closure in the 

same meeting for the 

Hands off my sister!
By Nicole Minier

nminier@kpcmedia�com

COLUMBIA CITY — A 

video taken in the wrestling 

room at Indian Springs 

Middle School went viral 

last week, reaching millions 

of people and was broad-

cast by many popular 

television shows, such 

as Fox News and Good 

Morning America.

The video begins by 

showing two young wres-

tlers, Ryan Prendergast, age 

5, and four-year-old Ruby 

taking shots on the mat. 

When Ryan appeared to be 

getting the upper-hand on 

Ruby Lewis, her 2-year-old 

little brother, Jash, ran to 

her rescue, tackling her 

opponent off of her.

Columbia City’s elemen-

tary wrestling team hosted 

14 teams from the area 

for its annual duals. The 

upstairs wrestling room had 

to be used to accommodate 

the number of wrestlers.

At first glance, it may not 

appear that the video was 

filmed at a Columbia City 

school, because the wres-

tling mat is black and gold 

with a big letter “T” in the 

middle.
The mat originated at 

Thorncreek School in 

Thorncreek Township, 

north of Columbia City. 

After the construction of 

Indian Springs Middle 

School in the 1990s, the 

mat was moved from the 

then-closed Thorncreek 

school to ISMS.

Coaches estimate the mat 

is about 35 years old. It’s 

typically used as a practice 

mat.
“I wrestled on that mat,” 

said elementary club coach 

Location to be decided; Community outraged

Foster child becomes family
By Tyler Roebuck
troebuck@kpcmedia�com

COLUMBIA CITY — Some 

might say the Sery family does 

adoption a little differently.

If you ask them, however, it 

was a blessing both ways.

On July 21, 2016, Jennifer 

and Michael Sery adopted their 

daughter Jorah, now four years 

old, and welcomed her into their 

big family. What was unusual 

about her adoption was that 

previous to joining the Sery 

family, Jorah was their foster 

child.
The Serys decided to try being 

foster parents in 2010 after they 

had considered having another 

child.
“We decided to give back and 

become foster parents,” Jennifer 

said.
A year later, they had their 

biological daughter Autumn, but 

decided they still wanted to try 

foster parenting. But, for the next 

several years, the phone remained 

silent and no foster child graced 

their home.
“We were wondering if we did 

anything wrong,” Jennifer said.

Then the phone rang.

“We got a call from our 

[Department of Child Services] 

agent on Jul. 3, 2014, and she 

said, ‘We have a girl that needs 

an immediate placement,’” she 

said.
That night, Jorah became a part 

of the Sery family as their foster 

child.
“When they brought her to us, 

there was no emotion. None,” 

Jennifer said. “She sat on our 

living room floor and everyone 

crowded around her and there 

was nothing. When we got Jorah, 

she literally came in a pair of 

pants and a blanket, and the 

Whitley County DCS were able 

to hook us up with clothing right 

away.”
Being a foster parent for a 

young child is emotionally tough, 

as Jennifer describes.

“I think that obviously the 

hardest part is to bring a child 

into your home with the thought 

of reunification and loving that 

child as your own and then 

having to cut those ties,” she said. 

“The goal of foster care is first 

and foremost reunification.”

The Serys tried to be a part of 

the foster program, following this 

goal by fulfilling every detail.

“We started with visits with the 

biological parents, but it seemed 

at the beginning of 2016 that 

there was discussion of termina-

tion of parental rights,” she said.

Jorah stole the family’s heart as 

a foster.
“The first time she smiled 

at me was a few days [after 

becoming our foster child], and I 

can’t even say how that warmed 

my heart,” Jennifer said. “To see 

her finally open up and become a 

lasting happy little girl was huge.”

As the year progressed, the 

Serys pursued adoption.

“Because it was a foster-to-

adoption case, we had visits from 

local and regional DCS, as well 

as [Court Appointed Special 

Advocates] representatives. We 

were able to obtain an attorney, 

and July 21, 2016, she became 

Jorah Ruth Sery,” she said.

Today, Jorah is a happy part 

of the family, and blends right in 

with her siblings.

“With our family, we just throw 

you in, and we didn’t treat her 

any differently than any of our 

other children,” Jennifer said.

The Sery family is pictured from left, Andrew, Jorah, Jennifer, Michael, Autumn, Benjamin and Wes.
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EDC offers certification scholarships
By Tyler Roebuck
troebuck@kpcmedia.com

WHITLEY COUNTY 

— Are you looking to 

improve your skills? 

Thinking about attaining a 

certification to help you be 

the best at your job that you 

can be, but worried about 

the cost? Then the Whitley 

County Economic Develop-

ment Corp. has a program 

for you.
After receiving a state 

grant to develop the work-

force in the county, the 

EDC partnered with Ivy 

Tech Community College 

and the Noble County EDC 

to offer free scholarships 

for any and all residents of 

either county to pursue and 

achieve technical certifica-

tions in CNC, welding and 

industrial maintenance.

Riley Hollenbaugh, 

director of workforce 

and community develop-

ment for the EDC, sees 

these scholarships as a 

“no-brainer.”
“The scholarship pays for 

the tuition and books, the 

only thing [recipients] have 

to do is show up for the 

course and if you complete 

the course, you get the 

certificate,” he said.

Individuals can apply 

to receive a scholarship, 

but companies may also 

appoint employees whose 

skills they want to sharpen.

Robert Bufkin, an 

employee at 80/20, said the 

program was beneficial.

“The CNC level 1 class 

was very educational and 

taught me many of the 

things I use every day in 

my CNC position. The 

class had a very calm and 

relaxed environment with 

the amount of students they 

have per teacher you get 

a nice one-on-one experi-

ence,” he said.

The instructor for the 

course also went out of his 

way to be inclusive.

“Our teacher, Brian 

Murray, did a very good 

job at both teaching the 

class and making us feel 

welcomed,” Bufkin said.

These scholarships also 

provide a benefit to the 

county economy.

“It’s going to fill the 

skills gap issue that we 

have going on right now,” 

Hollenbaugh said. “One 

thing is that we have a lot 

of companies right now that 

have jobs available but not 

enough qualified people to 

take those jobs. What we’re 

doing with these training 

courses with Ivy Tech is to 

figure out what skills are 

needed to fill these jobs and 

get those people that are 

ready to get into the work-

Whitley Co. income continues to rise
By Nicole Minier
nminier@kpcmedia.com

WHITLEY COUNTY – 

Whitley County’s per capita 

personal income exceeded 

the $40,000 mark for the 

first time ever, according to 

a report by the U.S. Bureau 

of Economic Analysis, 

which recently released its 

report for 2016.

The Whitley County 

Economic Development 

Corp. shared the findings, 

and President Jon Myers is 

happy with the news.

“Perhaps the most 

important role of the EDC 

is to increase the income 

and opportunities for 

the residents of Whitley 

County. This is great news 

for our families, commu-

nities and local economy,” 

said EDC President Jon 

Myers.
According to the report, 

per capita personal income 

for the nation grew 1.6 

percent in 2016. Whitley 

County more than doubled 

that percentage at 3.7 

percent — one of the 

highest rates of growth in 

Indiana.
In 2016, the annual per 

capita personal income for 

Whitley County residents 

was $40,731.
Per capita personal 

income is calculated as the 

total personal income of the 

residents of a geographic 

area divided by the resident 

population of the area. The 

U.S. Bureau of Economic 

Analysis releases the data 

annually.
As a region, North-

east Indiana’s per capita 

personal income was 

$40,559 in 2016 — a 

$788-per-person increase 

— $613 million more than 

2015.
“In 2010, northeast 

Indiana residents earned 

80.4 percent of the national 

per capita personal income. 

For 2016, that rose to 82.4 

percent for the 11-county 

region. From 2010 to 

2016, northeast Indiana’s 

PCPI increased by more 

than 25 percent while the 

national measure went up 

only 22.3 percent in that 

same time frame. These 

numbers demonstrate the 

effectiveness of commu-

nity leaders, working 

together through efforts 

of the Northeast Indiana 

Regional Partnership, to 

increase per capita income 

to improve the economic 

vitality of the region,” said 

Rachel Blakeman, director 

at the Community Research 

Institute at Indiana Univer-

sity-Purdue University Fort 

Wayne.
Whitley County ranks 

NICOLE MINIER

It’s Christmastime
Churubusco Clerk-Treasurer Madalyn Sade-Bartl speaks to the crowd at the annual tree lighting ceremony in downtown Churubusco Saturday 

night. Community members of all ages welcomed Santa and celebrated the start of the Christmas season.

Smith, Green Twp. 

residents should 

attend forums
CHURUBUSCO — 

Smith-Green Community 

Schools will host two 

public forums to discuss 

the future of the district — 

community input is needed.

The forums are 7 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 4, and 

Wednesday, Dec. 6, at the 

Churubusco Jr./Sr. High 

School auditorium. All 

community members are 

encouraged to attend.

‘Death by Dessert’ 

is CHS winter play
CHURUBUSCO — 

“Death By Dessert” will 

be performed by the 

Churubusco High School 

Theater Department as this 

year’s winter play 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 15, and 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 16 in the 

Jason Smith Auditorium.

In New York’s Little 

Italy, the Donnaduce family 

and the Duccedonni family 

have been feuding for a 

generation, while operating 

two competing Italian 

restaurants that share a 

common wall.
As the curtain opens, 

the building’s landlord 

is dead at center stage 

and everyone is a suspect 

— from the old-world 

Italian grandmother and 

mafia don grandfather to 

the passionate chefs and 

bumbling waitstaff. 

 “Death By Dessert,” 

directed by Lorna 

Overdeer. Cast members 

include Drake Adam, Max 

Burch, Maddy Dreibelbis, 

Alexis Drudge, Jasmine 

Drudge, Logan Hamilton, 

Dawson Meeks, Lillyana 

Michael, Kirsten Pitzer, 

Grant Scherer, Lindsay 

Store and Megan Young. 

Tickets are $7 and can be 

purchased from any cast 

member. Tickets also may 

be purchased at the door or 

by calling 693-1682.

SEE PROGRAM, PAGE 3

SEE INCOME, PAGE 3
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KPC News ServiceFORT WAYNE — A 
52-year-old woman 

from 
Hunter-town was arrested Tuesday, Nov. 21 on a theft charge following an inves-tigation 

that was initiated by the 
Indiana State Police in 

September.The investigation conducted by Detective 
Clint Hetrick revealed 
Kathryn E. Mitchell 
used a credit card issued to her by her 

employer, a company 
from Albion, to make 
several personal online 
purchases that then were delivered to her 

residence, the ISP said 
in a news release. She 
is also accused of using 
that same credit card to 

pay for plastic surgery 
for herself.The purchases, which allegedly were 

made between April 
3, 2016, and Aug. 28, 
2017, totaled more than 
$94,000.

Hetrick forwarded 
his case to the Allen 
County prosecutor’s 
office, which filed a 
single charge of theft, a 
Level 6 felony. Mitchell 
was incarcerated in the 
Allen County Jail.

Huntertown woman arrested for theft in Albion
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Mitchell

Staff reportsThe students of Maple 
Creek Middle School 
will star in a produc-
tion of “Elf Jr. the Musical” this Friday 

on the MCMS Stage. 
The production is based 
on the 2003 New Line 
Cinema film “Elf” written by David Beren-

baum and starring Will 
Ferrell.

A total of 68 students 
will be involved in the 
production, which will 
be presented three times 
on Dec. 1, including a 
morning performance 

for the fourth- and fifth-
graders from Perry Hill 
Elementary School, Oak 
View Elementary School 
and Cedar Canyon Elementary School, and 

an afternoon perfor-mance for Maple Creek 
Middle School students 
and staff.An evening perfor-

mance for family, friends and community 
members will begin at 
6 p.m. The performance 
is open to the public 
and admission is $4 
per person. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. Audience 
members can enter through the front doors 

of the school.

Maple Creek students to stage “Elf 
Jr. the Musical” Friday night

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Maple Creek will stage “Elf Jr. the Musical” this 

Friday. Emeline Featherston (left) will play Jovi, and 

Melanie Miller will take on the role of Buddy the elf.

By Louis Wyattlwyatt@kpcmedia.comLooking to get in the holiday mood? For 
two nights, Carroll High School will host 

a holiday concert to 
help you do just that, 
and with the help of 
everyone involved 

in Carroll’s music programs, the celebra-
tion aims even higher.“I would think of it more as a holiday 

variety show than anything else because 
it involves all of our 
instrumental and choral 
ensembles,” said Doug 

Hassell, band director at 
Carroll.

The two-night show 
will feature song selec-
tions performed by all 
of Carroll’s co-cur-ricular performing ensembles, including 

music from the school’s 

Carroll bands, choirs to perform 
Dec. 15-16 holiday concerts

FILE PHOTO

Santa Claus visits with kids and families at Huntertown Family Park during the 

2016 inaugural holiday celebration and tree lighting ceremony organized by 

Friends of Huntertown Park.

By Louis Wyattlwyatt@kpcmedia.comLast winter, an esti-
mated 350 people gathered at Huntertown 

Family Park to usher in 
a new town tradition. 
This Sunday, Friends 
of Huntertown Park 
welcome everyone to 
what they hope will be 
even more celebrated 
than last year’s histor-
ical event.“It’s going to be the 

same event, but we hope it will be bigger 
and better,” Friends 
of Huntertown Park 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Steven Fortriede said of 
the annual Huntertown 
Christmas celebra-tion and Lighting of 

the Christmas Tree returning to the park 

this Sunday in response 
to the success of last 
year’s inaugural cele-
bration.

“We planned for 150 
last year and ended up 
getting 350 or 400,” 
Fortriede recalled of 
the 2016 celebration.Park Board President 

Dan Holmes assured 
this year’s planning has 
been a much bigger 
project, adding that the 
board has been looking 
ahead to the 2017 cele-
bration since last year’s 
event.

“This year we’re going to have different 
spaces for different 
things,” Holmes said. 
“It went well (last year), but we didn’t 

plan on as many people. This time it 

will be much more organized.”One tradition people can expect to 
remain unchanged is the lighting of the 

20-foot Norway spruce 
tree planted at the town park last year. 

However, Holmes and 
Fortriede hope the park 
centerpiece will have 
grown a few inches 
since last year — much 
like the youngsters tasked with lighting 

last year’s tree.“It will hopefully be 
there for a very long 
time and get bigger 
every year,” Fortriede 
said, adding that the 
tree will be deco-rated with ornaments 

collected over the past 
year as well as some 
made by Huntertown 
students.Holmes and Fortriede 

have one wish outside 
the park board’s control 
though — a blanket of 
snow like the one that 
descended on the park 
nearly one hour into 
last year’s event.“That could not have 

been any more perfect,” 
Fortriede said. “Hope-
fully we can get that 
again this year.”Santa and Mrs. Claus will also make 

an appearance at the 
event, and Fortriede 

Town tradition continues
Second annual Huntertown tree lighting is this Sunday

SEE CHRISTMAS, PAGE 5

SEE CONCERT, PAGE 3

Huntertown Lighting of the Christmas 

Tree
Huntertown Family Park, 2114 Woods Road

4 p.m. — Event begins4 p.m. — Mrs. Claus arrives4-5:30 p.m. — Christmas caroling
4:30 p.m. — Santa Claus arrives

5:15 p.m. — Essay winners meet at concession stand

5:30 p.m. — Gather at Christmas tree for lighting

6 p.m. — Santa leaves for the North Pole
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Public forums set 

for Smith-Green
CHURUBUSCO — 

Smith-Green Community 

Schools will host two 

public forums to discuss 

the future of the district 

— community input is 

needed.
The forums are 7 p.m. 

on Monday, Dec. 4 and 

Wednesday, Dec. 6 at the 

Churubusco Jr./Sr. High 

School auditorium.

All SGCS community 

members are encouraged 

to attend.

Fire department 

elects officers
ALBION — Veteran 

firefighter Steve Bushong 

was unanimously elected 

fire chief in voting held 

Monday by the Albion 

Volunteer Fire Department.

Other officers elected 

were Brad Rollins, volun-

teer assistant fire chief; 

Jason Koontz, captain; 

Phil Jacob, captain; Brian 

Tigner, captain; Erick 

Keirn, treasurer; Mitch 

Fiandt, secretary. Shane 

Coney and Kevin Libben 

were elected to terms on 

the Fire Board.

Central Noble CANstruction team members, from left, Erika Maneke, Paige 

Skinner and Reggie Parker have been seeking donations for this year’s project.

MATT GETTS

CANstruction in 

fundraising phase

By Matt Getts

mgetts@kpcmedia.com

ALBION — It’s come 

full circle for senior 

members of Central Noble 

High School’s CANstruc-

tion team.
Three years ago, 

they were the newbies, 

trying to figure out what 

masonite was, getting 

thrown into their first 

build.
“You wanted to stay out 

of the way,” Paige Skinner 

said.
“As a freshman, you 

have no idea what they’re 

talking about,” Erika 

Maneke said.
Now seniors like 

Skinner, Maneke and 

Reggie Parker are running 

the show.
In the last eight years, 

Central Noble CANstruc-

tion has collected more 

than 75,000 cans of food 

for Noble County food 

pantries.
And now the group is 

at it again, raising money 

for the 2018 build. A 

year ago, Central Noble 

CANstruction won the 

award for most cans used 

in a build at 14,500. That 

year’s effort required the 

students to raise $7,000 

to purchase the cans. This 

year’s goal is to raise 

$8,000.
“Hopefully, people 

are in the giving mood,” 

Parker said.
With that money, cans 

are purchased, then built 

into uniquely designed 

By Matt Getts
mgetts@kpcmedia.com
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Christmas in the Village is Friday

The Albion Chamber of Commerce oversaw the 

decorating of the town of Albion’s Christmas tree on 

the Noble County Courthouse Square. From left, are 

workers Randy Myers, Chris Magnuson, Trent Schlot-

terback and Nate Powell of Jack Owen Excavating, 

Tammy Luce, Sharon Leitch and Judy Owen. The 

Chamber would like to thank Casey Myers and the 

Albion Parks Department, Gary Leatherman and Greg 

Bricker, the town of Albion, Albion Street Depart-

ment, Noble County Courthouse and Commissioners, 

Jack Owen Excavating and Eric Bonar Well Drilling for 

helping decorate.
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Holiday event to be bigger: organizers

Christmas in the Village 

Celebration is Friday

ALBION — Many fun 

activities are planned to 

kick off the Christmas 

season Friday during 

the Albion Chamber of 

Commerce’s Christmas in 

the Village event.

Activities will include 

Albion’s second Christmas 

Parade, business open 

houses, S.T.A.R. Craft 

Bazaar, lighting of the 

Christmas tree, Santa 

Claus, and Jingle the 

reindeer. There wil lbe a 

special mailbox for letters 

addressed to the North 

Pole, Elf on the Shelf 

and many other activities. 

People can sign up for 

a chance to win one of 

four $25 Albion Chamber 

Bucks gift certificates at 

local businesses.

Christmas in the Village 

has more than 1,500 

likes on Facebook. It is a 

special time of year and 

organizers hope for a large 

turnout from citizens

The Christmas Parade 

will start at 6:00 pm and 

last approximately one 

hour. Currently, there are 

34 parade entries and 19 

locations for the “Elf on 

the Shelf” Adventure. 

The line-up for the parade 

will begin at 5:30 p.m. at 

Central Noble School. The 

Lighting of the Tree Cere-

mony will be at 7 p.m. 

and include singing of 

Christmas carols. Santa, 

Mrs. Claus and Santa’s 

Elf will greet the children 

at the Albion Pizza Depot 

following the tree lighting 

ceremony.

SEE VILLAGE, PAGE 20 SEE BURIAL, PAGE 2

Burial 
fees 
under 
study

By Matt Getts

mgetts@kpcmedia.com

ALBION — The Albion 

Town Council is taking 

a look at ways it can 

improve — and sustain — 

Rose Hill Cemetery.

The first step in such 

improvements is the 

formation of a Ceme-

tery Committee, an idea 

broached by Cemetery 

Superintendent Casey 

Myers at the Albion 

Town Council’s Nov. 

14 meeting. The council 

seemed in favor of the 

move, but took no official 

action at the meeting.

The idea came to Myers 

after receiving a letter 

from local funeral director 

Josh Harper of Harper 

Funeral Homes. Harper 

wrote a letter that brought 

up several issues for the 

town to consider. Harper 

stressed in his letter he 

wasn’t trying to mandate 

change, but only wanted 

to spur discussion.

Including in his letter 

By Matt Getts
mgetts@kpcmedia.com
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